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favour. There wits a strong reaction in favour of monarchy. Crom-
well himself said that the" execution of King Charles was a 'cruel
necessity/

4.  After the execution of Charles  I the army  and  the  Rump
(the residue of the Long Parliament) forcibly seized much of the
land of the supporters and the followers of Charles.

5.  The English constitution broke down.   Monarchy was abo-
lished.   It was voted that the House of Lords was "useless and dan-
gerous and ought to be abolished."   Thus the House of Lords was
also abolished and a Council of State consisting of forty-one mem-
bers was set up to carry on the government  of  the country.   The
Rump did not represent the nation.

6.  The Commonwealth was established.   It was an irregular and
peculiar form of government since there was no monarchy, no House
of Lords and no House of  Commons  like  before.   A  Council   of
State consisting of forty-one members had been appointed to perform
the duties formerly belonging to the King's ministers.   The old order
of things was quite upset by establishing this irregular system of carry-
ing on the government.

7.  Most of the members of the Rump and the Council of State
consisting of foriyone members which had been now set up to carry
on the government of the country were the same.   The entire power,
therefore, both legislative and executive came to rest in a close oli-
garchy (government by the few).

8.  The rule of the army was established by Cromwell.   It was
a sort of military despotism which took the place of civil tyranny and
oppression.   Cromwell was forced to  introduce  rule  of  the  sword
though he had to do so under the force of circumstances.   Military
despotism was as much a failure under Cromwell as the royal tyran-
ny of Charles I.

Kipling has thus described the situation: They abolished the
House of Lords the day after they had murdered the King. In reality
they had abolished Law, Order and the old natural constitution; and
all their efforts for the next eleven years to put anything artificial in
its place were hopeless failures. The one real fact left in England was
the Army; this meant the 'Rule of the Sword', the worst of all con-
ceivable tyrannies, however good the men may be who wield the
Sword.'*

Permanent Effects of the Puritan Revolution

The permanent results of the Puritan Revolution were:

1.  Restoration of Limited Monarchy.

2.  Restoration of Parliament with increased powers.

3.  Restoration of the old Church the control of which was com-

pletely in the hands of the Parliament.

4.  Restoration of the confiscated property of the Royalists.

5.  Restoration of the Social Life.